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NOTES:

LM = Linh Muc = Father Tuong
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GD1 = Mr.Nguyén Khoa Tan (Pastoral Coucil Vice President)
GD2 = Mr. Pham Van Ty

GD3 = Mr. Nguyén Anh Thi (Pastoral Coucil Vice President)

GD4 = Mr. Nguyén Thanh

GD5 = Mr. Nguyén An Phong

GD6 + GD7 = Khong ro — Could not be identified from the audio
GD8 = Mr. Nguyén Hiru Hiéu

GD9 = Mr. Bing (Sean) Nguyén

GD10 = Mr. Mai Ditc Hiéu (Pastoral Coucil President)

GD11 = Mr. Nguyén Thanh My

Ciing xin ghi cha thém la c6 trén 25 nguoi hién dién trong cudc thio
luan trén - It must also be noted that there were more than 25 people
presented in the gathering

LM Tuong:

Néu trong Nha Tho ma c6 1 cai ban thd vao cai ngay do, thi tai sao nhimng
ngay khac khong lam?

If there is a (National) altar in the church on that day, why don’t we have
one on other days?

MR.NGUYEN KHOA TAN :

Cai ngay do 1a ngay tuong niém, 4 triéu nguoi da chét va cai cudc chién do.
Cé1 do 1a cai moc de khoi dau dé khéi dau cho moi su... Cai mdc

That day (April 30" " is a day of commemoration; 4 millions had died during
the war. It was also a historical milestone that started everything... A
milestone.

LM Tuong:

(ndi chong 1én GD) CAINGAY 30 THANG 4 PO, NGAY 30 THANG
TU PO KHONG CO CHET NHIEU

THAT DAY, APRIL 30™, ON APRIL 30" NOT TOO MANY PEOPLE
DIED.



MR.NGUYEN KHOA TAN :
Minh d3 n6i 1a mot cudc chién, ngay 30 thang 4 1a mot cai moc dé ngudi ta
thay mot trang lich sir méi
I’ve already said that it was about the war, and April 30" is a milestone that
opened up a whole new chapter in history

MR. PHAM VAN TU:
Cha nh¢ 13 ngay 30 thang 4 d6 khong c6 chét nhiéu, nhung dau thuong
nhiéu 1dm cha a. Pau thuong nhiéu 1am
Father, you remember that not too many people died on April 30", but there
was so much pain. A lot of pain.

MR. NGUYEN ANH THI :
Cho con c6 1 ¥ kién. Bay gid cha c6 xudng néi véi lai Piac Giam Muc dia
phan St.Pete di, thi PGM ciing thé nao néi 1a minh hity bo cai lich sir ciia
minh chac chan. Ngai ciing khong thé néi 1a “Toi khong care céi lich sir ctia
may 6ng nhu thé nao”. Lich sir 13 lich str. Va nhu anh T4n cling nhu Quy Co
Chu Bac ¢ day ciing c6 mot ¥ kién 13: minh khong phai lam cho minh hom
nay, con 1a thé hé thr 2 rdi, c6 1& con hiéu, nhung khi miy C6 Cha Bac day
cling can ké rdi, co ngdy ciing phai ra di. Thi may dira nho sau nay né hoi
“Tai sao minh & cai dat nay, tai sao minh c¢6 Vi¢t Nam ma minh khong &, tai
sao minh phai & trén dat M§?” Dén luc d6 chic khong con ai ¢ ddy dé ma
giai thich cho chiing n6... D6 1a cai nhiém vu cua tui con dua cai message
dén cho tyi nho. Khong phai ndi né phai 1am chinh tri. Khong, minh khong
mudn no 1am chinh tri, nhung ma minh mudn no hiéu 1y do tai sao nd ¢ trén
dat My nay
Let me have a say. (Father) Even if you are going to tell the Bishop of
St.Petersburg Dioese, I am sure the Bishop won’t say that we can erase
history. He won’t also say that “I don’t care about your history”. History is
history.
Brother Tan as well as the elders here have the same thought: we are not
doing this for us, I am a second generation immigrant, may be I understand
it. However, when all these elders passed-away, how do we explain to the
kids the questions of “Why are we here? Why do we have a country called
Vietnam but we don’t live there? Why do we have to live in America?”.
That is the reason why we take it upon ourselves to deliver the message to
the younger generation. Not asking them to be political. No, we don’t want
them to be political, but we want them to understand the reasons why they
are here.

MR.NGUYEN KHOA TAN :
Khong phai don gian khéng nhu vay. O day néi chung 13, thi du Hoi Dong
Muc Vu di, duoc bau 1én 13 tir dau? Tir cong dong & day ho bau minh 1én.



Thi cong dong & day da s6 1a nhitng nguoi di vuot bién dé (bi cim hay
tranh) khoi ché do cong san. Chic chin 1 diéu nhu vay. Chac chan 90% nhu
véy r6i. Thi cai nguyén vong ctia ngudi ta 13 bit bupc HDMV minh phai
nghe ngudi ta n6i. Tuc 1a minh phai lam theo ¥ nguyén ctia ngudi ta, tai vi
ngudi ta bau minh ra ma. Néu minh khéng lam theo thi dau c6 phai 1a dai
dién cho ho duoc.
It’s not that simplistic. In general, as the pastoral council was voted in by the
congregation and this congregation is made up of mostly people who
escaped communism. I am very sure of this. [ am sure that 90% of the
congregation is [in this category]. Therefore, the pastoral council must listen
to the congregation’s wishes. If we are not listening to them, then who are
we representing?

MR. NGUYEN THANH:
Nhung ma thyc su n6 xa voi lam. Nhu thé ndy, ngan gon lai di, 14y cai tinh
XU voi nhau (bi gian doan boi LM Tuong)... Cha dé con néi... Xin thanh 18
cau cho nhiing céc linh hon
But it is very vague... Here it is, just cut it short, [let’s] use compassion to
deal with each other (interrupted by Fr. Tuong)... Father, let me talk...
Please have a mass [with intention] to pray for the souls [of those who died
during the war].

LM Tuong:
Ok, thanh 18 thi ok. Thanh 18 cau hén noi chung 13 & trong nha thd hudng vé
phan r6i nhung ma néu ma nhu vAy 4, thi nhitng cai 1& ciu hon khac minh
dau c6 dat ban tho, minh dau dat lu huong, minh dau dit 14 co to qubc. Roi
bay gid nhu vay ne, néu ma Quy Vi mudn 1am céi viéc nay 4, & day chung ta
c6 cong dong. Co cong dong dang hoang.
Ok, mass intention is ok. Mass for the repose of souls, in general is toward
redemption. If that is the case, why don’t we erect the national altar in other
mass for the repose of souls? We don’t have copper urn, we don’t have the
(South Vietnam) national flag. Ok, now if you want to do these things, we
have a community here. We have a legitimate community.

MR.NGUYEN KHOA TAN :
Cha, con noi n¢ cha, minh 1a cong déng!
Father, let me say this: we are the community!

LM Tuong:
Khong, bay, minh lam viéc nhu Vﬁy khong khéc gi minh lam viéc nhom voi
nhau, chir minh khong tap trung vé€ noi, ¢ day chinh thtrc cong dong dang
hoang, c6 ban diéu hanh cong dong va cé cai noi dé ma cong dong sinh hoat
dang hoang chd khong phai 1a khong co.



No, wrong, if we do this, we are doing it as though we are - a separate group,
not a part of a centralized place. There is a community, with community
representatives and a community center.

MR. NGUYEN AN PHONG:
Cong ddng da sb 13 Phat gido, ho cAu nguyén cho qué hwong, ché khong ai
cau Chia hét cha.
Father, the people in the community are mostly Buhdists. They pray for the
country (Vietnam). However, they are not praying to God.

LM Tuong:
Bay, di c6 lan buc Giao Hoang toi New York tat ca cac ton gido toi d6 cau
nguyén ma. R&i cAu nguyén ngay trén cai chd 9-1-1 d6. Cau | nguyén ngay tai
d6 tat ca cac ton gido. Thi & day co tat ca cac ton gido co chd dé lam ma tai
sao minh khong lam ma 1am & nha tho? Bay gio dai dién né, cong dong
minh dai dién, mot nhom t6 chirc di ra d6, minh tng ho. Nhiing ai dai dién
céc hoi doan, cAm cd cAm quat caAm bang-ron cua hoi doan minh. Pay chung
t6i & nha thd nay, di ra dé ung ho cong dong trong to chire ndy, cai d6 cang
n¢ mat n¢ may hon nira. Tai sao khong 1am? Pung khong? Bay gio chung ta
mic 4o dai, dé cai bang hi¢u day la “Hoi Pén Ta” — Gido Poan Thanh
Giuse, 01 hdi no hoi kia. O day chung ta c6 hoi. Bo, chiing ta dua bang-ron
ra, chiing ta cing ra. Chiing ta lam ¢ do, chtng ta 1am nhu vy cong ddng s&
rat 1a cam on minh. Tai vi minh d3 ung ho cho nhitng cong viéc cua cong
ddng, n6 cang ngay cang 16n manh.
Wrong. There were times when the Pope came to New York and all
religious leaders came to pray. [They] Prayed right at the 9/11 memorial. All
religious leaders prayed right there. So, we have all the religious leaders here
and we have a community place, why don’t we do it there instead of the
church? Why don’t we have a group from our church go there? I support
that. These representatives will hold up signs, flags of their (church)
organizations to proudly show that we are from the church. Why don’t we
do that? Isn’t that right? We can wear the traditional dress (4o dai), with tags
saying, for example “Hoi Dén Ta” — St. Joseph Vietnamese Mission, and
this association, that organization, etc. We have many groups in the church.
There, we carry banners... If we are there, the community will be
appreciative. We are supporting community activities and helping it to grow.

MR. NGUYEN AN PHONG:
Cha, cha di 10n cai van dé roi. Cai nay khong phai 1a cai 16n manh cua cong
dong, khong phai chinh tri, khong phai ting ho viéc 1am gi hét 4, (bi gian
doan bdi LM Tudng). .. cai nay chi 1 cdu nguyén véi Chiia ctia minh cho
qué huong



Father, father, you are steering it to a different direction. This has nothing to
do with growing the community; this is not about politics; this is not about
supporting anything (interrupted by Fr Tuong) ... It is only about praying
with our God for Vietnam.
LM Tuong:
Ok, néu nhu vay minh s€ lam, nhung véi diéu kién khong 1ap ban tho,
khong treo co to quoc Tai vi moi nguoi chi mudn TREO CAI CO 3 SOC
PO THI MINH KHONG UNG HO!
Ok, if that is the case, I will do it [have a mass], but with the condition that
there will be no national altar, no national flag. [Pause].... BECAUSE ALL
YOU WANTED IS TO HANG THAT THREE-STRIPES FLAG, I DO
NOT SUPPOR THAT!
GDé6:
Tai sao? Cha s¢ cai co do a?
Why Father? Are you afraid of that flag?
GDT7:
Chung t6i & day ching toi c6 quyén treo cd vang 3 soc do, tai sao cha cam la
sao?
We are here, we have the right to display the yellow flag with three red
stripes, why are you forbidding this?
LM Tuong:
Khong phai, tai ma con lam céai do con vé con bj tu thi sao
No, if I do that I will be jailed upon return (to Vietnam)
MR. NGUYEN AN PHONG:
Cha khong lam thi thoi. Cha néi ra hiéu rdi.
If you don’t want to do it, that is ok. Once you said that, we understand.
MR. NGUYEN HUU HIEU:
Ong khong lam thi 6ng vé bén di. Toi nong 1di do.
If you don’t want to it, why don’t you return to Vietnam. I am getting mad.
MR. NGUYEN AN PHONG:
Da khong, da khong chu, chi “Cha la the boss™. Néu ma cha so cha khong
lam thi thoi.
No, no sir, Father is the boss. If he scared, it is ok.
LM Tuong:
Bay gid néu ma nhu vy thi moi nguoi ky con di ngay. Moi ngudi ky con di
ngay. Moi ngudi ky di con di ngay, con ddu ¢6 mudn ¢ day dau (xen ké)
Ok, 1f that’s the case, why don’t everyone sign a petition, [ will leave right
away. Sign it and I will leave immediately. I don’t want to be here.
MR. NGUYEN AN PHONG:
Khong, khong c6 ai ky gi hét.



No, no one is signing anything.

LM Tuong:
Tai vi néu moi ngudi khong ¢ ting ho dudng 161 ciia minh lam viéc, minh
di ngay, minh di ngay trong t6i hom nay.
Because if you’re not supporting my management style, I will leave right
away, I’ll leave tonight.

MR.NGUYEN KHOA TAN :
Anh Phong, chi, chu, bay gio minh hiéu rdi: tirc 1a cha d6 con di vé di lai
Viét Nam nira cai d6 la van dé quan trong, minh phai théng cam cho cha vi
néu cha khong néi ra thi minh khong c6 biét. ..
Brother Phong, sir, sir... I think we now understand: Father Tuong still have
to go back and forth to Vietnam; that is the most important thing. We must
have that understanding... If Father hadn’t say it, we would not know.

LM Tuong:
Bay gio néu ma moi ngudi mudn thi minh sé& di ngay t6i nay va minh s&
khong bao gid dén nha tho nay nita dé cho moi ngudi ctr tha ho 1a viéc do.
If all of you want, I will leave tonight and will never come back here to let
you do whatever you want.

MR.NGUYEN KHOA TAN :
Cha, cha, by gio moi ngudi biét 1y do tai sao rdi thi moi ngudi s& khong ai
lam gi hét.
Father, father, everyone understands the reason now. No one is doing
anything...

MR. NGUYEN AN PHONG:
Khong, khong co ai 1am kho dé gi hét.
No, no one is giving you any trouble.

LM Tuong:
Cho nén bay gio moi ngudi mudn 1am gi thi 1am, khi ma tui di ra khoi, toi
khong con la nguoi quan nhiém cua gido doan nita, quy vi treo co khap noi,
quy vi muon 1am bao nhiéu ban tho t6 qudc trong nha tho, quy vi ctr lam.
Con néu quy vi can toi 1am viéc & day thi xin vui 10ng: DEP MAY
CHUYEN PO SANG MOT BEN. Néu quy vi cir lam nhu vay, toi s&
khong dén nha thd nay t6i lam viéc nita. Tai vi cai chuyén an ninh cta toi.
Do whatever you want, once I am no longer the “priest-in-charge”, you can
hang flags everywhere and have as many national altars as you desire. Now,
if you need me to be here: SCRAP THOSE THINGS. If you continue to do
that, I will not come to this church. This is due to my personal safety.

MR.NGUYEN KHOA TAN :
Pung r6i, bay nhiéu d6 di roi, di roi.
That’s right, I think it is enough, enough.



MR. BANG (SEAN) NGUYEN:
D6 1a 1y do chinh dang, 1am sao dé cha trong tinh trang dé duoc.
It is a legitimate reason; we should not place Father in that situation.

MR.NGUYEN KHOA TAN :
Dung.
Correct.

MR. NGUYEN THANH:
Néu ma cha néi nhu vy thi ¢ day ai cling hiéu 13 1y do cta cha réi. Thuc sy
1y do d6 rat 1a chinh déng va ai cling quan tdm van dé d6. Moi ngudi mudn
hiéu 1a 1y do tai sao th6i. Cha noi vay thi, con chi ddm néi cho con théi, con
khong dam néi cho ai hét: ai cling hiéu va quan tdm van dé ctia cha. Thi
dzay théi, xin cho cai thanh 18 cau hdn, cho phép ca doan hat nhitng bai hat
n6 hop véi lai cai y 1&. Xong rdi cha cam thay khong x6ng huong thi ciing
dugc dzay thoi. Muc dich cia minh 14 thiéng liéng. Bi gio chi dzéy théi, cho
thue su khong ep, cha. Thuc sy khong biét 1y do thoi, chd ma biét ly do roi
thi con chién nao ma mudn chii chién minh bi kho dé, bi truc tric thé nay thé
no. Tai khong hiéu thoi cha. That sy tham tam 1a nhu vdy. Ba con day ciing
mudn hiéu 1y do. Néu hiéu Iy do thi héng c6 gi hét. Néu duogc, néu cha dong
¥, néu cha vui 1ong, thi hét tim 16ng cua cha thi cha thanh 18 @6 cho né tron
ven. Trudce khi cha dang thanh 18 nay, cau cho nhitng ngudi nhitng chién si
(...) nhu céc 1& khac cha 1am. Dzay thoi
If you said that, we all understand your reason. It is a legitimate reason and
we are all concerned. We just wanted to know the reason, that’s all. We
should just have a mass for the respose souls, allow the choir to sing
appropriate hymns

We didn’t understand you, but now we know so no shepherd would want his
master to be in jeopardy. Just say mass to pray for those soldiers that died.
LM Tuong:
ROi, bay gio ndi nhu vdy do, méi nay anh Tan, anh Tan c¢6 ndi 1a cong dong
& ddy bau HDMV ra dé ma lam viéc dai dién cho cong dong Vay thi hom
bita hop HDMV, anh Hiéu d3 dua cai chuyén nay ra, va di sip X€p phan
phung vu va d3 dong ¥ 1a cai ngay d6 ching ta cir hanh cai ngay 1& Ptc Me,
tai vi ngdy mung 1, nham ngay tht Hai. Dau thang Nam nhim ngay ngay
thi Hai, va HDMYV da déng y 1a cai hom d6 kiéu Ptrc Me va 1am 1€ khai
mac Thang Hoa. Vay thi bay gio, cai chuyén do véi cai chuyén khai mac
Théang Hoa, cai nao quan trong hon?
Already, now that you’ve said all that, earlier brother Tan (vice president)
said that the pastoral council was elected by the congregation to represent
them. So, at the council meeting the other day, brother Hieu (president)



already brought this up (the April 30" prayer mass). We all agreed that
liturgical program for that day will consist of the Feast of Mary, because the
1** of June happens to be on Monday. The council agreed that on that Sunday
(April 30™) we will have a procession to honor Mother of God and to begin
the “Month of Flowers”. So, between the “mass for the repose of souls” and
the opening of the “Month of Flowers” which is more important?

MR.NGUYEN KHOA TAN :
Cai hdm ma hop HDMV dé6 cha, hdm dé minh khong ¢6 nghe ai complain
vé ngay 30/4. Khong ai néi gi hét.
Father, at the time of the last pastoral council meeting, we have heard no
complaint regarding the April 30" commemoration.

LM Tuong:
ROi, bay gio néi nhu vy, xin duoc hoi quy vi né. Bay gio t6i phén tich cho
1& né, cai ngay dau Thang Hoa va ngay 1& Thanh Giuse Tho d6, n6 thudc vé
L& Kinh, L& Cau Hdn 1a L& Nhé. L& Kinh, cht Ban hoc r6i, anh Phong hoc
roi, L& Kinh 13 cai bac cao hon L& Nhé. Vay thi ta cir hanh Lé Kinh hay L&
Nho?
Already, let me ask you this. Let me clearly explain it, the beginning of the
“Month of Flowers™ and the honor of “Joseph the Worker” are considered as
Feast. Meanwhile “mass for the repose of souls” is considered as Memorial.
Between Feast and Memorial Mr. Ban has already learned that, brother
Phong has already learned that. Feast is a level above Memorial. So, do we
celebrate Feast or Memorial mass?

MR. NGUYEN AN PHONG:
Khong, theo con nghi vay né cha. Moi nguoi déu thong cam, nd khong tién
cho cha lam thi tho6i. Cha dimg c6 dem may cai d6 ra dé a ay, tal vi ngay mung
1 thang 5 khong phai ngay 30 thang 4. Néu cha ctr dem céi d6 ra thi chic
khong bao gid xong. Con nghi tit ca moi nguoi thong cam. (bi gian doan boi
LM Tuodng)... Bay gio ma minh dem ra tinh toan thi n6 khong c6 diung
No, here’re my thoughts...Everyone is sympathetic that it’s not convenient
for you, Father so you don’t have to do it. Don’t bring all those things up
because May 1 is not April 30" . If you keep bringing those things up then
they will never get done. I think everyone is sympathetic (interrupted by Fr
Tuong). If we bring those things up for calculating purpose then it’s not
right.

LM Tuong:
Tinh toan 1a phai tinh toan tai vi minh di sap xép trong ngay phung vu
Calculating 1s a must because I have already arranged it in the liturgical
program.

MR. NGUYEN AN PHONG:



Con nghi viéc con dén déy la xong rdi, thanh ra con di vé.
My work 1s done here so please may I be excused

LM Tuong:
Cam on anh Phong.
Thank you brother Phong.

MR. NGUYEN THANH:
V& thi thoi dau c6 sao.
Leave, so what.

LM Tuong:
Bay gid no6i vay né, moi ngudi noi rang 30 thang 4 1 30 thang 4. 1 thang 5
1a 1 thang 5, nhung vé phan cir hanh phung vu d6, minh d thong nhut 1a cai
ngay Chii Nhat 1a cir 18 khai mac Thang Hoa va 1& Thanh Giuse, vay thi chon
lam cai gi?
Let’s see, everyone said that April 30" is April 30"™. May 1% is May 1*but
regarding the liturgical program, we have already agreed that Sunday is the
opening of “Month of Flowers” and Joseph the Carpenter. So, which one?

MR.NGUYEN KHOA TAN :
Ly do 1a ty hom do6 anh Hiéu c6 hoi cha trude va cha said “NO”, cha rit 1a
hdn hoc noéi “NO” thi lic d6 ngudi ta méi khong ban cai dé nita. Nhung ma
hom nay 1y do tai sao ma c6 mat ¢ day, tai vi nguoi ta kéu HDMV va nguoi
ta co ¥ kién, thi minh moi o ngay hom nay, va ngay hom nay la cai ngay tat
ca moi ngudi déu co tiéng néi ciia minh dé noéi vai cha, chd khong phai
HDMYV khong. HDMV khéng 14 céi gi hét.
Father, the reason is on that day brother Hieu asked you and you said “NO”.
You angrily said “NO” so everyone didn’t want to further discuss it. But the
reason why we’re here today is because people called for the pastoral
council and people wanted to have input. Today is the day that everyone has
a voice to speak to you - not just to a pastoral council. Pastoral council
means nothing.

LM Tuong:
Khong thi bdi vdy em méi dua ra bac Lé Kinh va bac L& Nho dé minh
chon..
That’s why I brought up the level of Feast or Memorial mass so we can
choose...

MR. NGUYEN THANH:
Pung, ding cha néi theo phung vu thi dang.
True, true, according to the liturgy.

MR. NGUYEN THANH:
That sy dung, da diing. Véi cai cuong vi mot vi linh muc, chi chan cha no6i
dung. Tro lai van & HDMV. That su cac anh HDMV khéng phai 1am tat ca



nhing cai gi giao dan yéu cau va doi hoi. Cho nén thanh ra du’ng co ndi la
ching t6i ¢6 bon phan va trach nhiém d6. Minh phai biét, cai nao nd pha1 cai
nao no trai, cai gi thudn tién, cai gi khong thuan tién, cho ca cha, va giao dan
va minh hét moi nguoi, ht. Cho nén néu ma cha né6i HDMV bita n6i nhu
vy d6, thi cha van dang thanh 1& dau thang va dong thoi cha cu cho cac
linh hon d ra di trude va cac cuu chién si tran vong, dzéy tho1. Thudng moi
ngay dzdy 1a cha cau hai ba thanh 1&. Xong rdi. H4 hong. Thi dzay di.
True, true. As a priest, a sepherd your are right. Back to the pastoral council,
in reality the consultants don’t have to do everthing being requested and
asked by the parishioners. Therefore, do not say that we have those duties
and responsibilities. We have to know which is wrong, which is convenient,
which is inconvenient for the priest, parishioners and everyone, right? So if
you, Father, said that the pastoral council said those things, then you still
want to celebrate mass at the beginning of the month and at the same time
pray for the repose of souls and the soldiers that have died. That’s all.
Normally you celebrate two, three masses a day. Done....

MR. MAI BUC HIEU:
Xin phép con trinh bay lai tur dau cho né ranh mach, chd khong méi vo noi
um stum hét cudi ciing né mat 1ong. Mat long anh chi em v6i nhau. Thi cai
viéc Quy Ong Ba Anh Chi Em chung ta dén dy vi trudc 18 mot s6 ngudi hoi
30/4 ¢6 1am gi khéng? Thi ciing trinh bay 1a hom 4y cha néi van dé trong
nha thd thi khong c6 dua van dé ban thd hay chinh tri vo. Tra 101 chi ¢6 vay
thoi. Thi Quy Ong Ba Anh Chi Em mudn gip cha dé hoi ¥ cha 1am sao, chd
khong phai 1a bat budc cha phai lam nhu vdy. Thi by gid néu khong (nghe
khong 13) thi bay gio néu cha 1am 1& 30/4 thi cha xin 1& cau nguyén cho
nhig nguoi da qua doi va nhimg chién si d3 qua doi, nhiing nguoi da qua
doi ¢ VN va nhic nhd nhing thiéu nhi biét ngay 30/4 la ngay gi dé minh
biét c6i ngudn ctia minh vay thoi. Chd con van dé 1am ban tho hay 1am gi thi
hoi y kién cha: cha says “NO” hay says “YES”. Cha says “NO” thi thoi chd
khong doi hoi gi.
Father, please allow me to present it from the beginning so there’s no
misunderstanding. We are here because some parishoners have asked
previously if we plan to do anything on April 30™. That day you said that
the problem is we don’t bring altar or politics into the church. That’s all you
had to say. Now they want to meet with you to understand your thoughts
[regarding erecting the national altar] but not to make you do anything.
Now, if you are to commemorate April 30", please include prayers for the
repose of souls and the soldiers who died and to remind the younger
generation the meaning of April 30™ and to help them know their roots.
Regarding setting up the national altar or doing other things then we have to



ask for you opinion. You [can] say “NO” or “YES”. You said “NO” then we
don’t have any demand.

MR. NGUYEN THANH MY:
Theo y kién ctia con thi minh cdu nguyén xin 1& cho cac vong linh d hy sinh
trong cudc chién tranh VN. Cu néi d6 thi toi nghi, cha thi cha lam 1& roi,
cau noi do thi dé nghi 6ng Chu Tich HDMV, trudc khi cha 1am 1& d6, 6ng
1én nodi cai van dé do trudc.
In my opinion, we should pray for the soldiers who paid the ultimate
sacrifice during the VN war. I think the President of the pastoral council
should state the reason [for commenmorating] and you, Father, can say the
prayers.

LM Tuong:
(xen vao) Ong van noéi, Ong van noi
(interrupting) He can say it, he can say it.

MR. NGUYEN THANH MY:
Ong 1én néi cai van dé dé trudc thay vi cha néi thi t6i dé nghi 6ng chu tich
HDMYV noi.
I suggest that the Pastoral Council President announcing the reasons instead
of Father.

MR. NGUYEN THANH:
(xen vao) ma phan da cha c6 dong ¥ hong, va cha cho phép hong?

LM Tuong:
Khong, minh dé noi r01 Quy vi muén ciu nguyén cho cai gi ciing dugc. La
c4i ¥ cAu nguyén toi cau nguyén theo y ctia quy vi
No. I’ve said it already. I will say prayers for whatever you want.

MR. NGUYEN THANH MY:
Y t6i thi cha cir 1am 1€ cau nguyén cho céc linh hon. Riéng cai 1y do thi dé
nghi 6ng chu tich HDMV ...
I think you can say a prayer for the repose of souls but the President of the
pastoral council will state the reason ...

MR. NGUYEN THANH:
(xen vao) Dzdy cting duoc, dzay ciing hay, cha c6 ddng ¥ va cha cho phép
hong? Dzay thi dé théi.
That’s ok. That’s good. Do you agree and approve, Father?

LM Tuong:
T6i di dong y ngay tir dau roi. Nhung ma qua céi viéc nay ne thi toi da biét
tuong lai toi thé ndo, cho nén xin cam on quy vi cho ¥ kién va c6 nhiing gop
y, va co nhu’ng phan ng. Va toi biét 1a cong viée va tuong lai to1 di to1 dau.
Toi day thi xin cam on tat ca quy vi. Bay la cai 101 n6i cudi cung. To1 s& cb
gang hét minh, dé chu toan hét bon phan, trong céi giai doan cua toi & day.



Va tuong lai thi quy vi s& hay di chon mét linh muc khéc dé lam viéc theo
cua quy vi.
I’ve already agreed from the beginning. But after this has passed, I know the
fate of my future. Therefore, thank you for your opinions, thoughts and
reactions. | know where my work and my future are heading. At this time,
thank you everyone. This is my last comments. I will do my best to fulfil my
duties while I’'m here. And in the future, you need to find a new priest to
support your views.

MR. NGUYEN THANH:
Cha, con xin 16i. Cha noi dzay dau qua... (rung rung). Néi dzay budn 1dm.
Khéng ai c6 cai tu tuong dzay dau.
Father, I’m sorry. That hurts ...(emotional). That’s very sad. No one has that
thought.

LM Tuong:
Tai vi quy vi, quy vi dudng nhu phai chap nhan. Ma néu ma lam viéc véi
nhau ma phai chap nhén 4, thi khong c6 vui véi nhau.
Seems like you have to accept When we work together and have to accept
[me as your priest?], then we’re not going to be happy with each others.

MR. NGUYEN THANH:
Cha, cha n6i c4i 1y do an ninh cta cha thi moi ngudi & day déu hiéu hét roi.
Father, you said because of your safety, everyone here understands.

LM Tuong:
Nhung ma cai lich str, cai lich st ciia cudc hop nay n6 da xay ra nhu vay,
cho nén t6i biét 1a cai bon phén cta t6i nd s& di toi dau. Thoi, cho nén thoi
thi cam on quy vi da cho biét cai y dinh cta quy vi dé rdi t6i dinh huéng cho
cai cong vi¢c cua toi
But the history, the history of this meeting has already happened, therefore I
know where my duties will lie. Thank you for your thoughts so I can
determine the direction of my work.

MR. NGUYEN THANH:
Cha, xin 18i cha, dé con no6i. Cha noi dzay hong c¢6 duoc, hong duge. Noi
dzay véi gido dan, gido doan hong duoc, budn lam.
Father, I’m sorry. You must not say those things. You must not say those
things to the parisioners, congregation....very sad.

LM Tuong:
Da khong, néu quy vi budn thi t6i xin 13i thoim, chd tai vi nhiing cai phan
g cua quy vi da cho thy 1a quy vikhong co san sang dé ma di theo du’(mg
16i cia mot linh muc. Tai vi cai dudng 16i d6 d6 hoan toan khong hop voi cai
¥ huéng cia quy vi, thi quy vi s& ¢6 nhiing linh muc khac dé lam theo y ctia

quy vi



No, if you’re sad then I’m sorry. Your reactions have shown that you’re not
willing to follow the direction of a priest. Because my direction does not fit
with your ways of thinking, you will have new priests to support your views.
MR. NGUYEN THANH:
Cha 4, xin 13i cha, hong phai nhu dzay, biét 1y do...
Father, sorry, it’s not like that, we know the reason....
LM Tuong:
Nhu vay khi ma t6i di, t6i ciing s& cho biét 1a néu NHUNG LINH MUC
NAO TU VIET NAM QUA, thi xin hay chira cong doan nay ra
So when I leave, I will let it be known, priests coming here from Vietnam
need to avoid this congregation.
NHIEU GD / MULTIPLE VOICES
Tai sao cha lai n61 vay - Father, why are you saying that?
Thoi, thoéi cha — Father, Don’t, don’t...
Ping ¢ ndi cai gi hét a. - Don’t say anything. ..
LM Tuong:
Ok, xin cdm on moi ngudi
Ok, thank you everyone.



